MUTINY AT CA WNPORE.	2I5
of Agra, and also by becoming the central railway-station,
frdm which it was arranged railways should ramify to
Lahore and Peshawur in the north-west, to Calcutta in
the east and south, to Jubbulpore and Bombay in the
west, forming in Central India a connection with the
railways in Southern India. This arrangement has been
carried out, and now there is no city in the interior of the
country which bears so close a resemblance as Allahabad
to the great Presidency cities, in its churches, European
shops, hotels, and roads so lined with houses that they
may be called streets. As might be expected, the native
population has greatly increased.
From Allahabad we went by train to Cawnpore, one
hundred and thirty miles to the north-west This place
was for many years a large military station, as the king-
dom of Oude lay on the other side of the Ganges, it
may be well to give a very brief narrative of the terrible
events which occurred there, that readers may the better
understand what we saw.
On the breaking out of the Mutiny, the English sol-
diers and residents entrenched themselves in an open
plain, which had the solitary advantage of accommoda-
tion in barracks, while they left the arsenal in the hands
of the insurgents. The siege commenced on June 6th,
directed by Dundhoo Punt, the Nana Sahib as he was
called, the adopted son of Bajee Rao, the ex-Pesh\va of
the Mahrattas, whose castle was ten miles distant. On
June 27th, after enduring terrible hardships and priva-
tions, our people surrendered on promise of being sent
safely to Allahabad. They accordingly mprde their \vay
to the promised boats; but no soonej>4iad they been
reached than they were jet on fire, and the Nana in
person directed a fusillade on the party. Only four sue-

